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LEARN WHAT GOOD WRITING IS 


4 women eriter esked us the other dey the 
models she should study. Por she sents to be 
@ short story eriter for the better somen's 
Magazines. She likes to erite, buts precti- 
Gel streak in her foresees thet the time is 
going to come when she will have to eern her 
living. We ell of us would like to earn the 
money that tells us we ere 6 “success*in an 
ort we like to practice. It is only comson- 
wense to look sheed and see shere youre go- 
ing, whetever your goel, or your ebility. a 
writer who merely erites becsuse he “enjoys 
writing” is almost as silly as the lad, #ho 
runs up @ mountein, or the boy and girl #ho 
jump in ea high-powered sonvertible and then 
Just "ride eround". 


The first enswer to the question naturel- 
ly, is to “study the book". If you are try- 
ing to write sports stories, you don't read 
"Hemlet” and vice verse. A considerable ar- 
@ument could Be made for the theory thet it 
is partly imitetion you commit, when you're 
deliberately aiming et «© particular book. | 
know when I first sold feature articles tos 
newspaper, I studied both the subjects, end 
the handling. I imiteted es closely as pos- 
sible the ectual lay-out, ell of the physi- 
@al deteils: length, type of perserephs end 
inside headlines (scattered through the bualy 
of the erticle), etc. Por I knew the editor 
would check those instinctively before ana- 
lyzing the quelity of my “"deathless” ideas. 


But many writers ¢o study the book for an 
issue or two, then start to write. If youre 
meeting « deadline, you may not be able, of 
course, to do eny more. But if you are hop- 
ing to sell ea $1,000 story or article w#ith- 
out help from en agent, you sre not usually 
quite so cesusl. Suppose you study « publi- 
eetion for three issues, and the next one's 
edited by «a new editor, or the magazine hes 
been sold. What good is your research? Not 
@ bit of help. You need to start ell over.. 
A cereful writer "oeses” his editor 4 knoss 
more about the set-up then «a bdbenkrobber sho 
plans «a perfect crime. Well, you want to be 
sure you get the gmoney, too, don't you? and 
there's only one say to be sure. 


The clessic exemple is that of "Dick" Eng- 
lish, #ho was Rudy VYallee's genera: manager 


et the time. He Is sa © have studied the 
magazine he wished to hit, for a year or so. 
Then he wrote severe) stories. Then he srote 
*the” story. He sent it to COLLIER'S end he 
received his checox on the first shot. lrony 
to many eriters, se may add, is that sever- 
al other stories reng the dell in repid suo 
ceesion. Luck? No. He was ean imaginative, & 
skilled «riter. But he studied his marcet— 
until he knew it beckwerds and forwerds and 
then was able to channel his own particuler 
product in the COLLIJESR'S river-bec. 


Thet is the point thet nine-tenths of all 
writers miss. and ehy if you don't mise it, 
you wlll heave « big edge eutometicelly over 
ell of your rivels. The big slick editor is 
looking for « pettern story or erticle, his 
pattern, yes. But he wents your individual, 
unique contribution to fit within that geen- 
erel pettern. I reed a scething atteck upon 
the slick sagecines recently by en editor of 
@ little mee*zine. Slick fiction is sll cut 
end dried formule stuff, no originality end 
dominated by the advertisers, etc. 


Thet Kind of thing leeves me cold, not be- 
seuse I lixe slick fiction perticulerly. It 
just does not e44 up. Suppose the sedvertis- 
ers 4o dominate and teil whet kind of tales 
ere to be rum. How lomg do you think it cen 
be put over om the eenere] public? The aov- 
ies heve experienced et least tec occoesions 
when the public steyed ewey in droves, tired 
of the seme old thing. The Telkies rescued, 
pulleé the industry out of its doldrums the 
first time. Television threatens to do once 
more the seme trick, but this time by texing 
the esudilence eway. The reting of the “give- 
avay” Tedio shows has been falling stesdily 
in recent months. and there are sigis, thet 
the Dusinessmen recognize, that the sedistic 
and dirty covers on the 257 books are epoil- 
ing thet market. (It #ill cost gillions in- 
cidentelly, to lure the good reacers becca.) 
No, the advertisers will leeve the editori- 
al portion of the slicks elone, because the 
eiv. men end the editors know thet when the 
cireculations drop, the big eccounts sill go 
eleewhere. (an editor has got to be “*good", 
beceuse he hes thet "Seord of Democles® for- 
ever henging over his heed.) 


another thing that lesvea me cold is thet 
4iscussion thet you often hesr when eriters 
ere gathered together: it senters sbout the 
metter of Style. Precticeal writers dont eor 
ry an eeful lot about style because if they 
have e “story”, they know they #ill find the 
mesns to express it. and if they cont heves 
story, they elso know that except in « rere 
instance or two, style slone won't pull out 
e dud. For style is the sum of your mgateri- 
el and the appropriate say thet you worm it 
up. Watch comic sctorsor sriters, shen they 
heven't got reelly funny materiel. They'li 
elesys strein anc over-srite. it iss tiporr 
m the impossibility of resily seperseting « 
style from the story, enc vice verse. 


So, 1 say, reed some of the dest eriters, 
for their erece ani precision use of words. 
But elec reed inferior, or even bed sriterse 
for their ineptness. But know in your sind, 
shich you think each is. There is en under- 
lying ebility to use worés as sharp toolalu 
good carpenter does not just cut sooc, neti 
pieces of it together. He uses his materiel 
eith functionel skill end imgeginetion.) But 
beyond thet, make up your own mind 4 stica dy it 
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"AS A MAN THINKSTH™ 








Better than eny set of new resolutions, s 
nex philosophy of iife, e heightened awere- 
neas to your full potentialities es « srit- 
er ena « citizen, is the best New Yeurs gift 
you can give yourself. se the turning over 
of the calender ieef aes en opportunity. Try 
to rethink all of your approaches to living 
end eriting. If you 40 this sincerely, eith 
real cbjective sorutiny, you wil) find your 
writing gaining in new power, new suthority 
enc your iiving achieving new zest. 


A writer cannot sex fore better #1 
to resein young end edeptsbie in sr 
he can become ea Detter reporter of his 
munity, @ more curious observer of 
omedy, end if he 


the humar 
is esger to ebdsord new or 
idess—aefter testing them and find- 

og, he hes used his New Yeart ey 


There is « 
ever, 
about 


pereaox in this er@gument, hoe 
beceuse any real, intelligent thought 
iving ond eorking #ill brine y 

to the old, eternel] truths thet have he) 
@enerations of men before you. All that 

sen Go is to refresh yourself anc gsiz 
sensitive ineaight in ena understendcing 
lore of experience thet has beer 

ing sine the soria st will 

prove se surprise to some eriters th 


began. 
is aleays there, lise re buried ir 
All @e cen ¢ is % 
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or they enc the product of your herd labors 
will quickly be lost. A grim thought unless 
you elec recell thet you ¢o not walk « roed 
entirely slone. Inceed, writers ere part of 
the glorious compeny of artiste end thinkers 
of the past, who have mined their ore, leev- 
ing it es « mireculous heritege. You heve « 
privilege thet with esch ege becomes ereat- 
er enc sore velusbie. All thet pier. pee 
totle, Beethoven, Shakespesre, Goethe Pelt, 
Treemed sha put into “achas™ susceptible of 
inspiring the hbumen spirit, is pert of your 
birthright. If you do not use this wonderful 
treesure, the fault lies only eith you. of 
course it requires some vitelity, som rea) 
effort. Sut think how foolish it is tosseste 
veluebdle, irrepleceable time on soep operas 
ehen you might be investing it in the great 
minds and ertists of the eges. How many of 
us spend our lives in skigming “big mails", 
full of edvertising junk, when we sight fer 
better be reacing @ greet story or the life 
of @ great man. 


lt nes deen seic thet gen is known by the 
company he Keeps. Never eas this truer then 
with respect to reeding. If you do not cul- 
tivete your mind end heert, how can you ex- 
pect mighty thoughts end sorthehile emotion 
to generate within you? We cen be stuffy e- 
bout this. 1 Know en editorial eriter who's 
been so busy living et the top of his soul, 
hat he hes missec some of the best of life 
He told me once he never reec eny “fiction” 
(he used the word as if it were some loseth- 
some disease). He spends most of his time— 
eeay from his cdesk—pursuing Beauty 4 Greet 
Thoughts. He uses other men's minds, but is 
eereful not to let them waste his. He side- 
steps many of his old friends, suse he be 
lieves they cen no longer service his #ora. 
The result is thet much of his writing thet 
ised to heve «a heunting loveliness sbout it, 
noe seems forced, pretentious, precious. 


Men does nct Live by >reed alone. But neith- 
er cen he survive entirely on embrosis, the 
food of the gods, which legend seys asce i> 
mortel those, sho partook of it. A writer's 
mind end genius mey renge the shole horizon 
ang beyond. But if he cannot live with or et 
leest comprehend the generation of his fel- 
lows, he will miss his deste with destiny. a 
mighty lot of eriters with greater talents, 
imaginetive sa«iil then you or 
1, hbeve done so end wil] in the yecors shesd 
it is pethetic, for instence, to reed the st- 
tempts of thet eriter to whom | heve referr 
ed above, to erite in the verneouler of the 
mn in the street. He simply cannot do it— 
he merely succeeds in garbdling ana distort- 


ing the t 


meaterieis anc 


slang of the day. 


he writers do not eora for curselves sion. 
he write to be reed now os eel] ss by poster 
ity. The lew of the jungle, es Kipling cou 
ea it, is that se must sora together, 4 not 
for profits slone. To those sho sey profits 
the world ¢o rounc, ] sey: WWuts!”* Do 
for profit? Does 
rit ' Did Beethoven? 


Mae 


7 
mothers eor« by the hou 
f > 


eny conscientious 





FUNDAMENTALS OF GOOD POETRY 
Sy Klve Rey Herris 





THE DUAL PERSONALITY 





You slmost heve to be teo seperate persons 
to write @ poem thet #11] heve sufficient ap- 
peel to a reeding esudience to make en edit- 
or buy it. 


First, you have to be the kind of person, 
eho can see @ poem. “Poetry is everyshere.* 
I ¢Gon't Know ebo seid it first, but its of- 
ten repested. i think it ses Edein Marxhes, 
who seic it once in the presence of his young 
son. The led immediately chellengea his end 
esxec him to see s poem in « keg of neilsin 
the bern. Sawin Merkhem admitted thet for « 
moment he Ses stumped, but in the end « speo 
isl eyesight that ell poets seen to possess, 
ceme to his eid end he srote « very credit- 
edle poem sbout the xeg of neils. 


Most editors when quizzed, confess that it 
is @ common occurrence for them tc receive « 
erest many too gany poems ebdout spring, and 
too many lists of the beeuties of neture. iv 
eryone cen see the poetry in spring. There 
fore, thet Kind of poem meets with more com- 
petition. You heve to get a fresh engle, or 
your poes on the besuties of neture #11] sot 
heve « chance with the editors. But if you 
can see poetry in the commoner things & have 
the e»llity to make them sppesel to big nunm- 
bers of reeders, your finished poes vill not 


then heve to buck the competition thet soring 


poems 40. Sometimesthe humble pheses of the 
life sround you sre the least observed, end 
sung edout by other poets. They orefer such 
obvious themes as Sprine. 


The huge bleck iron sink that ee bought & 
long with our “"ecre in the country" doesn't 
in itself inspire e poes. When | first gasz- 
ed at it, my only thought ees that its size 
would compensete for its color. But our god 
neighbor secross the brook, sho hed been bors 
in the house, Groppec in ome evening and in 
the course of conversetion he pointed out s 
spot where the old hend pump hed been. and 
he told how es « shild he hed pulled the oi) 
lemp down off the Kitchen teble. The floor 
hed caught fire. His father got vigorously, 
very vigorously busy om the handle, dressing 
weter which his mother in turn poured on the 
fire. How enxious thet couple sust heve deen 
before they knew their home eas safe. There 
*es not even a rolunteer fire ¢cepertment in 
those days. 1 began to wonder what sort ofs 
women it eas who hed stood st this sink »e- 
fore me. Was she tell enough to see out ofs 
“high” window above it? and whet kind of ev- 
erydey thoughts 41¢ she heve es she seshec, 
enc dried her dishes? anc there degen to be 
spum the threec out of which to weave « po- 
es. I haven't dome the seeving yet. You knoe 
bow little time there is, ehet eith moving, 
Christmas, end Billy “Gee*. So, if you wish 
to do it first, it's okey. Just let se sees 
copy when yvou'vwe published it. 


Tou Beve to de able to see 8 poes, end to 
Dring it owt of ehet ange ton eelle the 
Seyondness. You ince TESFS'T#'e poem in the 
ele irom sink, Dut you heave to erite it down 
eo thet others cen alec eee it. 


and it is here thet you heave to start te- 
ine the second pereon. You heve to be clear 
end concrete ehere Sefore you vere vague or 
abdetrect. Tou heave to put in eriting the i- 
cee sehich up to noe bes just been in your— 
ming end beert. And you heve to Go this—so 
tberoughiy thet so one can sisteke your in- 
tention. If you sent someone elee to ese the 
poem es you have seen it, you gust texte ex- 
treme cere thet so false igege can arise is 
hie sind as he reeds it. Or thet so auddied 
image is sllowea to flesh om the “sereen” of 
his gwind's eye. | recently anelyzeé « love- 
ly poem sbout en old house slone in « fiela 
The firet teo lines gave « clesr picture of 
ite slomeness. Sut the third line aentioned 
the shedow from « maple tree. The poet, you 
eee, #55 G8 verve es thet. Se bed thought te 
house ees 611 slome, end yet ee sere eipert- 
ed to put @ maple tree into the pioture #ith 
no G4irections es to ehere to vieuelisce it. 


You need to be es meticulous es « lewvyer, 
but you cen't use es many eorcs os he Goes, 
nor sllow yourself to be es tedious. You'll 
be forced to combine en economy of spese aut 
« clerity of meaning thet ere es effective, 
ehell ee sey, 6s such eatrevegent phreses «es 
“party of the first pert”, “perty of the seo 
ona pert”, ete. 


It's @ little eesier to de that seoumt per 
son if you cen separete the teo by « “tine” 
intervel. Bo the best jJod you can et getting 
the poems cut of the Seyondnesese into the vie- 
veal Here. Report your experience es scocurwe 
ly ema besutifully es possible. Then lsy it 
avey for « dey, © forteight, « month, shet- 
ever length of time it texes you to develop 
en objectivity to your cen work. Then, test 
it for any possible esy in ehieh it might be 
confusing. See if the cold Bleek eorés on «6 
plece of shite peper come through to you, the 
perty of the second pert, es the party of te 
first part intended they shoulc. 


It is #0 easy for us humensto think se've 
eeid wheat we beve not. Shen we do it in the 
course of Gelly living, it d0e8 not asuelly 
matter #0 such. Se generelly get streighter 
e4 out. The other dey Bill ested there sere 
hie enowshoes, 


“Henging on e peg on the sumporeh,” 1 re- 
clied, heving recently some by end seen thes 
there. “and by the wey, shouldn't ee give en 
e coat of shelilee?* Bill icosed et as im exh 
utter confusion thet | Knew one of us prob 
ably bed seid something e@ hecn't intended. 
lt wes his Berker boots he ese looking for, 
the shoes thet he wears in (he woe, 


But your reader cen't tele deve ena es «6 
question, the easy S811) «od I 6414 to Gissor- 
er shat eech one of us *a4 telaing ebout, Jo 





REWRITE 


it becomes extremely importent thet the ‘see 
ond person” you heave become catches 4 elin- 
inetes anything thet sould be icterpretated 
in « say thet you es the first person didnt 
intend. 


But don't be the teo people ell rolled im 
to one et the seme time. Thet sould be dis- 
estrous. let the first person have his own, 
carefree dey. Let him be fully creetive. He 
worke fer better shen he is relexzec anc has 
the feeling he is agong syupethetic friends 
if he gets self-conscious end stuffy or ov- 
erly critical, he son't produce enything et 
ell worthwhile for that hypercriticel “per- 
ty of the second part” to eork on. Por you 
can't be oreetiv@ end critics] at the sem, 
identicel moment. Thefts what the pertyof tho 
second pert is for: to help the perty cf the 
first pert to reelize the full scope of his 
vision. 


TWO GIFTS ABCBEIVED WITH THANKS 





We soxnowledge with gratitude « gift fros 
Helen langworthy to the WCS Seholership Pum 
The Tiuni hes been quite sotive this yeer It 
Operates informally, meeting needs thet «sre 
brought to ir wttention. A considerable « 
mount in subscriptions to REWRITE and coun- 
sel from WRITERS’ COUNSE! SERVICE is expense 
ea every year. Cur InPrequent references tc 
the Fund, and en ennuel report sometimne ef- 
ter the firet of the year, attract donors of 
emoil sums. and over the years 3111 and Bi- 

1 out either by contributing « 
help here ani there, or an occesion- 


va heve helpe 
little b 
al o@esh gift. 


fe Go not try to proselytize for the Fund 
eith reguler sentiments] eppesls. We could 
undoubtedly make more of the Fund end greet 
ly extend its good works. Ge franciy havent 
the steff. It is encugh if any eriter sho is 
e reader of ABWAITE, or hes friends resding 
it, knows thet there is one friendly, sell- 
meaning ond experienced pair of oritics who 
ill never turn him away empty-handed. The 
wCS coor is always open to those in need. 

and so that no writer's integrity will be 
destroyed, the Punc cperetes on « revolving 
besis. Thus, if ea writer's ship comes in ex 
he is eble to repay any pert of the help he 
receivec, his money «ces beck into the Punc 
without eny deductions, end ultimately helps 
other e@eriters, perhaps even to the thire or 
fourth generetion. Thus et @OS we eli sork, 
erite ana help each other together. It is e 
wery satiefectcry way of living. 


At the seme time, we eish to esxnowledge s 
gift of severe) useful booke for the circu- 
lating librery from—Carrie Ssther Hamil. . 


®With increesed spece and settling In et our 


nee address, the CS Circuleting librery is 
beginning to functTon sore retest end 
the cireuletion of books is rising repidly. 
Remember; you cen borrow most of the better 
books on writing for 92.00 per yeer, & pos- 
tage both seve. Heed them before you duy: 


& SPECIALIZED PHOTOGRAPHIC MARKET 


CHILD LIFE, 156 Feceral St., Boston Mass. 
(10), Bes en bought by Ernest D. Frewley, 
« former neighbor of ours et 64 Yan @ion ise 
enc Willies S. Hewxes. rm Bete FOR BOYS, 
inciTentally, es sold by en AC@c Fu ” 
ing Co. to the Holyoxe publtsting Tompeny.. 
° prinefielc, es., edout « yeer azo. Be 
understand thet Ernest end his pertner #ii) 
meke sOme chenges, but no news et present. 


actusliy, CHILD LIFE is rather heavily o 
erstocked at present, end therefore, is not 
Ta the Garket, except for an occssionel un- 
usuelly good juvenile story. 


Its ome requirement; "We sre bdbedly in need 
of photogrephic materiel. Be rum « picture- 
soctice et month. These wre short 'photo- 
essays’ of chilaren end enigels, etc. doing 
something interesting. This materiel is most 
a4iffieult to fina, so if eny of your reeters 
Gre photogrephers es well as eriters, we'l) 
be giec to loox st enything they might send 
slong.” 


This is a gcoc market end « friencly one, 
eo con't send them « lot of unacceptebdle or 
rup-of-the-mill-stuff. It will Just return. 


NEWS OF THE FEDBRAL TRADE COMMISSION 





The FTC in an order to the forld Publish- 
ing Co., listed certein misrepresentetions, 
sith respect to the firm's dictioneries, to 
be stopped. These hac to do with the use of 
the neme of Nosh Bebster, end the clieim the 
books were compiled by ea “ateff of ‘eminent 
schoolers and ecucetors’.* 





The FTc elso ordered Sristol-Myers Co. to 
stop certain misrepresentetions rerarcine the 
therapeutic velue of Ipene toothneste. The 
FTC found agsinst the Compeny's cleims thet 
Tpane stops “Pink Tooth Srush”, end slleged 
that the Sompany's edvertising concerning « 
methoa of gum “message” eas deceptive, 4 its 
survey of dentists “misleading enc emlily u- 
reliable”. 


COURSES FOR WAITERS 





Summer Course in Publishing Procecures,.. 
Reideilf?Te UVcolliese, Vambridge, Mess., is go- 
ing to be open to men as well as women next 
sumer. Course cleims 6Uf%— plecement of gre 
ustes. a @00G record for Helen Everitt. 


"Perspectives in Writing Todey*, Institute 
of arte & Solenses, Siv. o” Short Courses,. 
Tolumbie University, NYC, is e course shich 
sterts Februsry 7th (10 Tuesdey evenings) & 
has been arrengec by the Authors’ Leegue of 
Americas. Peul Gallico, Mark Van Doren, Bliz- 


aveth Jenewsy an. others elll speak. 








There sre plenty of good courses soetter- 
‘4 around the country. Shop eround, Ask our 
edvice. It is free. Don’t fall for the high 
sost mail-order courses, designed to sell. 





REWRITE 


LBARH THIS LESSON Sakty 


Two of the saost importent fectors in either 
fiction or nom-fictiog writing ere; line of 
interest enc projection of emotion. Bithout 
these your idee will simply not jell or ef- 
fect the reeder. I gether from reeding many 
mes. thet lerge numbers of inexperienced or 
beginning eriters heave little feeling for « 
continuity of thought end emotion in pleces 
which they themselves erite. Thet is « rea- 
son for pulling epert published stories end 
erticles, end even poems, esseys. Study how 
the euthor gets from one plece in his ma to 
the next. Im point of time, spece, ides and 
emotion. 


line of interest or continuity is whet it 
implies: ea continuation of interest. If you 
sey: “The little dog is brown. Hocks become 
peddles, when broken up by @ stone-crusher,” 
you don't have two consecutive thoughts, i. 
@., thoughte thet ere inter-connected, grow- 
ing out of eech other. On the other hand, if 
you sey: “The little dog is brown; the lit- 
tle cog berked,” you heve « very orude suc- 
cession of ideas that are tied together. 


It is just like stege dielect, which sust 
Qlweys Gepend for its effect om ome ector's 
speech leeding into that of the next. In « 


highly sophisticated comedy this dcesnt «i- 
eyes meen in en ebdsolutely litere] sense. a 
character may sey something thet doesnt ep- 
peer to heve eny reletion to whet was over- 
seriously pomtificated, sey, in the preced- 


ing speech. Thet is beceuse the suthor made 
e bricge through irony. Sut the bridge sust 
elesys be there. The suthor leeds his resec- 
er forwera—like fire esting its way slonwes 
fuse. The progress must be continuous, not « 
jump here end there with holes in between. 


Emotion depends slmost exclusively upon « 
reecer getting « visuel picture end feeling 
strongly sebout it. But you heve got to make 
him feel. It does no good to say: “Mary ves 
going to heve «a Seby. The ruthless men seid 
cruelly: ‘I don't cere. I's going to run e- 
wey to FPlorice.” The chances ere you might, 
just possibdly get « leugh, or snicker. Sut 
if you set up the situation end then permit 
Mery to react, you will get a different ree 
ponse. “Oh, John! You cen't leeve me now!.. 
Besides, I love you!” It's still close to « 
melodrematic scene, Deceuse the emotion you 
stir up is pethos, pity. There is little in- 
dividuel charecterizetion of the 2 people.. 
But the ory is ehet eny stunned women sould 
utter. and it echoes in the heert ofs read- 
er to the degree he or she hes visuselized « 
situation of being left helpless enc sione, 
fecing the mysterious and unknown. 


The secret of eumveying emotion lies in «en 
eppropriate choice of words. Not edjectives 
thet “tell” the reeder didecticelly just ex- 
actly how he is supposec to feel. But rath- 
er words that soared ideasto bia. You slilow 
his to use his , imeginetion enc senses 
You touch off the explosive force of « sen- 


sory reaction in his suscles: his eyes, cara 
nose, mouth, fingers, skin. You seke his i 

dentify bimself with another person. Asad in 
bis owm right fee: ehet sould happen to his 
flesh, if the seme thing heppened to him thet 
is heppening to the = or whoever it taiand 
note the tense | heve just used: the “pres- 
ent", pot some varietion of the pest. In «@ 
story we use the simple pest tense, Dut its 
slesys present in the mind of the reeder. a 
sound like the “oreckle"™ of fire, of “patt- 
er* of little feet, or rein. They stir your 
reeder profoundly. 


There are three points to note sbout shet 
i heve just seid. | wil) teke thes in order. 
First, memory .:oc imegination «re your best 
seepons. You er digging doen into the sud- 
conscious of sor reeder. You ere aot erit- 
isg@ for him individually; it ien't possibie 
in © aeeetine reed by thousends. You cennot 
tel. whether your reeder hes ever experieane- 
ec the terrors, let us say, of fire st night 
in the country. If he hes, that's @11 to the 
good, wulees he crosses a1) hie *t"s & dote 
ell hie “is, in ehich cese he aay not per- 
mit imeginetion to function. 


Wheat you ere doling is to stir the lsetent, 
the potentiel reservoir of feeling, which « 
reader greduslly dDullds up. Fol teles heave 
® powerful hold beceuse they heve groen and 
developed in this sey out of the common ex- 
perience. Ghat the semory cennot ¢crecgee up, 
imeginetion can. You yourself do not neces- 
eerily need to beve seen 6 farmhouse Surm a 
writer cen use his imegination end see ehet 
would be likely to heppen. if ee ere reeily 
@ood, we teil « story #0 one eho hes seen it 
scotuslly heppen, tells us, sho heven't, thet 
ee gust heave been eriting from scequsintence 
with the fects. Sut ee ere siaply treding « 
little dishonestiy om memory end inagireticons 
—the reeders end our oen! 


Second, this points to the velue of rubd- 
er-stemp phreses. | used severs] of them one 
in two seperate cirections, up above. in 6 
prose piece it is bed technique to use som 
phreses thet heve been oversorxed. For ex- 
emple, I em getting very tireé cf hearing on 
the regio thet tortured olicue; *Theti would 
like to see.” But eben you sre tryisg to ceo 
@ story, you Seed to use phreses thet #11), 
ulckly om4 eeelly, sexe your reeder resect. 
heat is shy Besterne fell so such one spec- 
tel lenguege ebout “sis-eune", hombres, how 
Jet “sawed at the reine”, etc., ete. Or the 
eirplene pilot cen establish « mood immedi- 
ately by “eumning”™ bie motor. 


A lot of this gibberieh is phoney 4 silly 
to anyone sho knows the reel thing. Sut the 
third point is sot to be too quick to erite 
your own symbols. Cherie J > , €reaet 
marine peinter, us o te & pupile thet 
it never 414 eny good to use symbols so obd- 
seure & spectetor could not “reed” thes. In 
seme sey many emeteur writers defest « ste- 
ry's purpose themselves siaply by torturin 
t lves trying to sey “he asic” originesiliy: 
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TUN 
the sost populer subjects thet eny 
mMagetines cen hencle is thet shich 
ith evyndicetion of se ecclum. Ev 
it seems, longs to stert ea col- 
Sut thie is o very hard thing to ¢o. a 
columnist usually, not elways, “graduates”, 
i. @., oOmes up from the renks of the news- 
paper reportere & festure sen. He hes prov- 
ed he cen be trusted with the spece cay af- 
ter dey. Even best men end women find e 
7O,uUm™ censored (blue pencilled; by editors 
fr even omitted by some of the pepers in the 
etring oecesionally. 


the 


There ere roughly three seys to gets col- 
ui sterted. All of them depend upon “shor- 
caea” methods of presentation. The best adv. 
for « scolumn of course is « clip of proof of 
it. in other words, you heve got somehow tx 
persusede some editor to try it out on reed- 
ere. If it catehes on, you ere sterted. if 
it doesn't, you heave to think up some other 
eey f getting peid for eriting. Here then, 
® eclumn; 


ere the esys to "sell* 


(1) To o Syndicate. This is the top You try 
to interest one OF the regular syndicetes in 
your icee. Beer in ming thet they maxe mon- 
ey not Dy seliing single idess, but through 
supplying ® newspaper with a complete cross 
section: women's pege, sports, funnies, car- 
toons, general fesetures end even fillers. a 
sOlumm must fit into this peckege. They may 
ailreedy heve « simiier feature, or not feel 
thet your idee hes enough generel interest. 
You cen get a liat 
e@ily in most eritera’ 
ayer publications iilsting newspepers, which 
ere avelieble in most public libraries give 
them. and EDITOR & PUSLISHEH, Time juilding, 
NYC, c@n supply you informetion et » nomin- 
el sum. 


f syndicates periodi- 
magazines. Cr, N, &. 


if you ere on « metropoliten 


peper, @0 to your editor, ene 
your idea. Get 18 sterted in his e 
spece. If possible, tie in advertise 
ing end make it pey its eay. Shen you sre «a 
regular advertised feature, see if you can- 
not get s syndicate to pilex you up. 


itorial 


(3) Free Lance Syndication. if you eren't a 
payroll reporter or Yeeture eriter, develop 
an idee for a column. Do e number of yerns, 
aiong line wish to pursue. It won't 
hurt idea to have them set in type #eith 
e heed end by-line similar to the editorial) 
elicy of you wish to hit. It is 
jxe heving « a you cen play of « song 
want ¢t sell. eke your exhibit to your 
titer. if you cen show him th youre abie 
© line up edvertising in a ci ifiec mann- 
hr wt soh t? setter set hi t sse it. 


1 


the you 


the 
the 
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- 
"% 


If he f r your 
shen it ™ in print 
is fox korchen.ise, & let v¥« ” 
ber of pr : r $%. Sen these 


Sei¢ge-teia hig, 


enc y r sure it 


Ssa 


hum 


her @o 


iter ft 


Simiier 


nom-competing newspepers, 

type of paper, ehich dces not, hos- 
ever, sell] in your eres. con get e@ list 
of these from the seme sources mentioned s- 
hove. Senc them good clipsheets or proofs. a 
knowledge of salesmanship sill help you, es 
you wil) jucte « price. 


i.@., the 


You 


heave tc 


few writers realize thet colwans ere 
for high fieures. The best “names” 
eo for very little, but pull in lots of the 
ereen stuff because they are widely circulst- 
You may heve to give your ccolum swey— 
to get it stertec. Remember, it costs ecit- 
ors gmoney to run it, unless it sells pepers 
enough to pay the cost of printing. You cen 
@ive en editor en option to protect his, as 
to price, if your idee catches on. As your 
‘number of outlets increases, you can charge 
more. Cr you cen gerchendise it, so thet an 
editor eho tekes it for a iong period, #ili 
eet ao better rete then the one teking it on 
e short term besis. Your chief interest, of 
rouree, lies in Keeping the columm going, & 
@icening the sales. 


Very 
not soid 


‘ 
eu. 


One thing you will discover is that youwll 
needa to keep bdresthing life into a columm.a 
cOlumm thet becomes fixed in a rut, is sure 
to lose readers. The “give away” redio pro- 
erams thought thet Seceuse they gave morey, 
listeners would sit up end beg forever. The 
retings sre slipping steadily, enc some new 
@immick will have to be injected or most of 
these “columns” ill ciseppear before lone. 
One of the saddest sights « few yeers ago, I 
think, was to see “F.P.a.* lose his famous, 
and once humorous, column, because he soultr’t 
iress it up to meet » new generation. | fas 
aoubly sorry to see anc heer his grumble in 
public, beceuse ecitors hed it in for him.. 
Nothing of the kind. His columm iost reseder 
eppesa. Secsuse it dSecame too sedentary, anc 
sty.igec. Reeders knew it would be just the 
seme a6 yesterday, or tomorroe. 


The personal epproech helps «a lot. If you 
ere humen enc tel« to your reeders about the 
subjects that interest them, they sill lis- 
ten. The greatest exemple was Will Rogers. « 
great showman, he was as asturél S02 Teet- 
year's peir of old pents. Pecple iovec it.. 
They overlooked his keen eye for telking sa- 
bout the newsy, deteline subjects that were 
important. He made column eriting look easy. 
It ten't; it's herd, because you heve large 
circulation, many reeders to sstisfy, end s 
Tickle audience, thet will turm on you, enc 
aeay from you on ® moment's notice; worse, s 
Little et « time, so thet you don't sake up 
until it is too late. Column writing is very 
lifferent end oh herder then one shot er- 
ticle eriting. You need to build up to it. 


COLUMNISTS NEBD a NOSs FOd NETS 





Ziliiams gives one good reason, 

2Olumnists should get erounc 4 

going on. Me eCrus, columnist 

i@ Pottiena PRESS Thlscnak got o coluws 
ie i rSonference. 
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This is the age of Communicetion. 4 writ- 
er hes never before hed such @ good crop of 
information reised for his on «ll sides. He 
hes only to weteh for it, eollect it, think 
ebdout it end then use it in his own wey. It 
is lying abdout om eil sides. it taxes pree- 
tieslly no bDreins et the very leest to be « 
populerizer of other men's ideas. I do not 
edvocete that form of sriting. | recell the 
lete Prof. &. K. Rena‘s contempt of men sho 
Gia no reel or Criginei resesroh, dut erote 
docks or magerine articles ana enjoyed some 
reputation for scholership. 


The good populerizer, however, cen find « 
useful plece for himself. Perticuleriy this 
is true in the juvenile fiel¢é. Or the popu- 
ler Sundey newspeper supplement, ehere ever 
in fect, there is spece for ean interesting, 
well thought out end tisely feeture. People 
ere bungry for information. If you cen do « 
piece thet gives them the beckgrounc of the 
news, the history or culture of « comunity 
or «a new invention, ete., ete., you are do- 
ing @ veluabdle jobd in the line of educetion 
Lots of folk missed college or heven't tine 
for formal evening study. But they cen pick 
up crupds, which when put together aake the 
man in the street an interesting personeli- 
ty enc s well ecuceted man. 


One of the most erudite sen 1 kpow is cne 
who started ss s streetcar concuctor, rork- 
ea his educetion up bit by bit enc now is « 
publisher end editor of his own weekly pan- 
er. Recently I reed sdout « lifer in one of 
the country's penitentieries, sho has pess- 
ead the ber exems, is on expert I-rey men, & 
father of the prison's educetione] systema 
writer can 40 sll this kind of thing, but he 
cen elso get paid for it. Beceuse he can do 
a festure store here, there end everyshere. 
In the end he has educeted hiaself— by edu- 
ceting others! and he bes bed « lot of fun. 


l have constantly urged writers sot to let 
their names be put on sucker lists. (One of 
the big mail-order edvertising firms offer- 
e4 us $16.50 per 1,000 names, sinus its 20% 
commission, for ell the nemes se would seii 
them, trede them, or just loen dy eadressie 
eupty envelops. Cur answer: #8 are not nese 
pecdlers; we never buy, sell or trede nemes 
which are confidentially entrusted to us dy 
their euthors.) But it is possible for eny- 
one to get « tremendous emount of useable in- 
formation free. Your public librery is ver- 
itedle treasure chest no. 1. The magetines, 
newspapers and refer- 


lote of peperse, %rochures end even seuthori- 
tetive booke for email sums. 


1 fine ell the megetines end newspapers | 
heve tige to reec, « vest souree of intesse 
ly reeéabdie information. | ean't begin to co 
ell the erticles | visualise from this sind 
of meteriel. | know thet our very ilisited 4 
speciciized files «111 be « sonderful foun- 
tein of informstion for Biliy “Gee*. 1 #ieh 
1 Bed hed euch « Tile eaeveliledle shen | reed 
es @ child. ; 


You say sey, Dut cen you teke these erti- 
cles enc reerite thea? My enseer ic i cont. 
Let's say thet | come sorese on interesting 
piece sdout humming birds, ofr St. auguetine 
or the sponge fleet. 1 cut these end eda to 
my elreedy extensive clippings filea is en- 
velops. If the subject is nee, | eda snoth- 
er envelop. Shen I have « number of clips, 1 
pull thes out, reec thes over, probebdly be- 
gin to ¢o some origins] resesreh of ay on, 
enc finelly sit down end beng outen erticie 
of my cen. 1 check oll the fects, deter and 
#0 O6 against ell the clips. Where there is 
Gisegreement, I try to discover who is cor- 
rect. 


Facts ere free. Originel reseerch, ezelu 
sive interviews and persone] organization of 
materiel are copyrightebdle end so gust nev- 
er be borrowed sithout edequete permission, 
or credit, or beth. You suet be very careful 
to distinguish beteeen « fect and « pereon- 
el opinion. | em constently emazeé st erti- 
cles | reed to see how fee reel facts often 
ere inclucgec. You gay come ecross 66 essay, 
let us sey, om the gardens of Mount Vernon. 
There ien't a fect in the sole ine whloh 
you coulé seeer in court you got from « spe- 
cific reference book, unless you yourself a 
the seme research thet the suthor 4i¢. OD- 
viously, he wes not iiving when George, end 
Marthe aece their piens. He got his aateri- 
el from some book ofr other source. But uw- 
less you anos, thet Kina of erticle is very 
Gengerous to handle. But @ piece shout hus 
ming birds or clems, or seeter can be shec«- 
e4 egeinst any g604 encyclopeedie, end froa 
it you cen ciscover other source materiale. 


Alesys seve your clips’ Getelines. Then, 
you will knoe «here end ehen the ides sot « 
use. It sould be emberreesing to try to mel) 
the erticle right DSece to the seme editor.a 
number of pleces #1] about the seme sudject 
enc eppeering close together chronclogice)- 
ly, is @ tip-off thet you shouldsttryto put 
that one beck in cirouletion right ewes Let 
@ new body of resdcers, 





ence sheets from many 
schools, cclleges and | 


county or stete sgents | 
ee well es industriel 
and commerciel firms, 
are enother source. A 
reguler mailing list, | 


poo tte ei em ft 





which is free, is 6l- 
eo meinteinet by your Government Print 


fice, Washington 25, D. 
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6 new news-pee cell it 
forth. For big pericé- 


Used Gaptoeies 26, came, ip ets leels, you should loos 


to eee if any rive) is 
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similer piece recently 
b4iteore resd the segmines 
they con't lize to Be seooped. 
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A MAGAZINE PUBLISHER 





ublishers of megezine for is 

ite book division to Prent- 

sblishers of Wusiness, tech 

oxs. In eadditicn to 3 pulps 
Ff- Davie publishes MODEHN SHiDB, Hedio a 
vision NEWS, POPUTAN PROTUCHAPHY & YYY- 
As e@ went to press 2 more segezines— 
wgrepecifled—were to be announced “ef- 
firet of the ywer” (1950). A droea- 
countries is elso on the 

sella in Bnglenc, isa- 
Spein, Frence, Denmsr« 


arcs. at 
reel, Sreece 
and Jepen. 
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At ieest te 
leak 


hers releases coming to this 
i us thet 23 of the lergest 
iepertment stores in Americe heve pooled th 
purehese of many major items. They heve e1l- 
pooled their combined seles experiences, 
merchandising Know-how, ete, Meny of the so- 
pernutives ere beginning to do the seme end 
thus ##in lower prices for their mesbers it 
will be necessary for el) dDusiness firms ¢ 
8o it ir rder to stey in Susiness es compe- 
tition increases end the mergin of profit is 
ateedily nerrowecd. (This is one effect of a 
sonstently increasing tex-losd. 


recently te 


We ot REWKITE and CS 
ea this principle foF eriters end their or- 
@eniscetions. it is why we orgenized for you 
the WHITENS' BOOK CLUB. At the present time 
*e are abie to increase your purchese power 
by $2.50 f less than §20 worth of books & 
$4.00 for re than §20. (they do not neect 
be Dought—ell at once either!) as the vol- 
sme of your Dook purcheses through ue grows 
ope t 4 even better. (As it ie,we al- 
esys give writers’ clubs the benefit of the 

¢ trede ciscount t libreries, which isa « 
slii@ntily higher rete than cur Soon Dividend 
plan. We elso get you better quality envel- 


>a for less money through volume bDuying. 


have aiesys scvocat- 


ee hh 


preetioal esey for you eriter 

your resources is in the matter ofs 
learinghouse of information 4 know- 

evoards selling your mes. For those 

seannot command the service of en 
gent, this ie particulerly valuabdie. Every 
ageressive eriters’ slubd could do it. We 4 
hore st CS House. and now thet we have the 
sush more efficlent set-up, we hope to do «a 

lot more f iat. 

welp us gereetiy. Sen us you 
sales “hennel your 
fh tarkets through our Tear- 
sse. Fe #1 keep this date on file. i 
ave t 1 an ever increesing numd- 

. re working o sely wit! ‘ 
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Mrs. Dorothy §. Towle celled us long ¢cis- 
tance recentiy sith @ request for short sto- 
ries. She is editing fiction for ane 
LIVING, 10 arlington St., Boston: 4 os8., 
6 Somperetively new megezine. iHalen Swit 19) 

ne our WCOS Femily, formerly sas reecing 


for thes. 





Fiction not ower 5,000 sords, end prefer- 
edly sh is ehet Mrs. Tow.ie sents. She 
*ill use probably 2 stories en issue—resd- 
eble, enterteining, sith quelity overtones. 
The rum-of-the-mail contributions heve éef- 
initely not been good. Mrs. Towle cen offer 

enc she suggests thet RESRITE'S 
members of the ONH Fz whoa 
should senc their mss. © heret 
S. Towl bet Durhem, N. sii: or et 


uy Shere she sll be every 


The @na "ell aey fueseey. 


rter, 


present no erticies 
us poem @ mon 


, but possibly 


INVESTIGATES HEFORB YOU INVEST 





it is s fundements] enc obvious principle 
that a tie-in beteeen @ critic-egent, and 
venity publishing firm is not iixely to be « 
reputedle or heslthy one for eriters. and 6 
eriter should be especialiy elert uncer the 
owing conditions 


sublishing ¢ 
offe 


ompeny elthough sl leging 
re expert publishing service, in 

edmits thet it does no dis- 
+, end aleo offers a low cost "pro- 
pien. 


2) The 


egepcy cleims to cherge only @ com- 
mission of lO, yet lists fees for editori- 
al reading anc thorough report on mss. Heal 
agents rerely y serious enelysis, 4 in 
eny case never chat fees for doing it. 

(S$) A single folaer edvertising the 
24 services is distributed on en unusuel or 
wide besis. (Blive's mother enc father—they 
have never admitted to us eny pretensions to 
writing eability—founa themselves on such 8 
sucker-iilet recently. a sure sign thet this 
type of firm is renting, exchanging or even 
selling names on s mall-order besis. } 


sombin- 


neat advertise widely in most el] 
megszines and many generel] ana 
publicstions such @s religioug 
smal or schoo] periodicsls, can- 
give the personal and individ- 
they usuelly cieism to. adver 
costly, especially if contin- 
month. it therefore, tekes 4 
of you suckers to pay off the 

1 get routime attention. 
s Kina of clrculer to the Bet- 
Sureeus or the poste) inspect- 
hey are not prosecutebie 

oid them. Be wise. 





00'S YOUR BATTING AVERAGE? 


This is where sembers of the OCS Femily 4 
their friends teke stock of onal TEsPrere- 
complishing in the seles line. They cen #)- 
so join in friendly competition for severe) 
smell prizes. Please erite in end tell ehet 
experiences you heve hed with editors. You 
will be the gsiner, deceuse by shering your 
Rarket Knowledge you help to Builds pool of 
spt information thet is greeter then eny one 
writer's individual informstion. Many erit- 
ere report making ssles es « result of reed 
ing this column. So be « 8CS Minute Men! 


Bamuné Northrup Moot 
Artistes: 
TIONal Woo C 


~ 


4 Lili 
ory: Gospel Trumpet Publishing Co. 


Herriet Hull 
Articie: CHILDREN'S acTIViTiss. 
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John 8. Pember 
Article: PROFITasiZ 


Charlotte Norlin 
rticie Renses City TIMES. 
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Cherles &. Roses 
oems: tie Newport 
Timgs- ° 


Vir inis Sievert 


cems COUN TITTLE FRIEND, Celi 


Eether Hemmil 
oceans: 


. Milx NewS 





6 cit cetry Magezine {2}. 
linnee Stedi 
? ure: °.3.MONITOR, Hom Forus. 
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Frences Duriaen 
irtiote: DATY MB DITATION. 
Stories: ©! ,ei. 


Bawerd 8. Ludei 
Ory: 


artivies TRIS tay, 
True Mystio Exe “7. Fb ¥ ° 


Send in your notes of progress. Remenber, 
ee awerd smell prises 4 times « yeer and en 
Annus] ararc of Merit in Pebruery. 


4 BOOK FOR SRITSAS 


THE 5ST DICTION OF POLE bd 

rie ec Wk ef 
Wemelis Co. $7. 80. This iss learned & @1- 
ceptionally somprehensive encyslopeedia ané 
should be very helpful to ell eriters. You 
get s reel ecucetion just from reeding seny 
of the extensive peregrephs. Juvenile erit- 
ere will find the drewing together of 4iff- 
erent verietions of the seme syth stisuiet- 
ing source materiel for erticles. 4 SRI TEAS’ 
BOOK CLUB Selection. 





& YARIBTY OF MARKET TIPS POR YoU 


Here is @ flurry of market tips thet some 
of our goed Minute Men heve sent in. On the 
spot, up-to- nute tips such ss you get 
in very few other eriters' sagecines. Being 
commercial aegecines, ther either don% heve 
the steff or the elllingness to spend relu- 
ebdle tige colng the secessery digging. Sut 
eriters working cooperstively, cen build up 
s fine supplement to the reseereh the edi t- 
ore of REVALTE ere cometentiy doing. 


TRL ENDS 1724 Chouteeu ave., St. louise, re 
ports, “lt seems that raigtbe eill be dieco 
tinued before many sore .." 


MADEMOLSBLLE'S LIVING, 122 B. 42nd St., NYCI, 
listed in « market Ok 68 @ market for po- 
etry, reported recentiy that they uee oniy « 
"slight emount of veree, maybe one poem 5 or 
4 Leeues". 


men LIFE, alm ingrem, 20 &. Cemtrei Park- 
wey, ¢ ti lv, Obie, seye it bes receiv. 
ec too many “dog” erticles et the same tiae 
thet it hes deen conducting @ pet contest m 
shich meny of the reederse heave eritten shout 
dogs. “I realise," erote the editor, “boys 4 
@irle love dogs, Dut ee gust give thes sone 
thing else, too.” (There's « velusebie tip, | 
would think. Get eesy, but sot too fer away, 


from the commonplece. &4.) 


The ANONYME WOHASHCP, Lete Meston, Mill Yei- 
Tey, “el., suggests poets send « ee i f-ettrew 


ea postocerd, 
piens, 


if they eleh to learn sbout the 
contests, ete. for neat yeer. 


The Bugene F. Sexton Mea oy » » Ser- 
per & ons a0 Fee - yo a te 
noe SOapreting ite 7th yeer. More iaportent, 
it hes prowided 80 fellowships for eriters, 
eho heave plens for books. The letter aay be 
in the fields of son-fiction, fiction & po- 
etry. awerd winners ere “free to mete publi 
cetion errangements eith eny publisher they 
shoose* 


STORY BORLD, 1701 Chestnut St., Philedelph- 

eo, Ye., is perticulerly in neea of child 
life “everyéey™ stories about boys 4 #iris, 
in everyGey sctivities. Up to ? eords end 
peys aco. Under ¥ years. 


'TENNS, seme eddress, but @ new editor com- 
TRé up, #0 watch for possible chenge of po> 
loy. Por 14-17. Tabooe movies, cencing, love 
engle in boy-girl relations. Feetures; “at 
Who Hit the Merk (bicgs.) 700 words, §4 sn 
others, BOC, Tispiretionels, 900 whras, §o, 
enc up. actusl inetences shere the Bible pro 
uced results, §5 end up. Short stories, mM 
$15, up. Poetry, S07 « line, certoons, §10. 
No fillere or joes. Deeédline 25th of every 
month, peye Sth of next sonth. 


The Lumit , @ Digh-epeed photo ent elec- 
tronic printing device, hee been ennounced, 
by the Lithbomeat Co it i# expected to ree 
Olution he printing ingustry. 





RESRITE 


BOOKS FOR SRITERS 


WRITING & SELIING PACT & FICTION. 
sere Weel. Wit?ref Punk. ~oe. This cox is 
emll, compect and precticel. Harry, « men- 
ver of the CS Femlly, begen eriting os the 
mon who aid Informations] features for the). 
S. Secret Service. He studied writing @ hes 
eOld wiiei¥ to top books in both the fectu- 
@l enc fiction eress. Now he is getting on- 
to peper bie veluebdle experience. His humor 
Cecesionelly gets veteeen hia and his read- 
er, but his “dope” ie good. Writers working 
their wey up, will fina it helpful a URIT- 
ERS’ BOOK CLUS Selection. 


Harry Ec- 


ANDY, THE MUSICA! ANT. Biliiem KMeGreei. [1- 
Tdstretions by WoFe 5S. Unwin. aleddin Boom 
$1.75. Thie is a wistful little story ebout 
the ent, sho eants to pley his eceordion in- 
stead of sor«. Sut in the end he seves in « 
triumphantly climectic esay his whole tribe 
& formule story in the heroic tredition, it 
slilows the wesckiing to turn the tables. it 
ie @ mature story, making no concession & 6 
ohiic reecer either in idcees or lenguega Gur 
Billy Gee took it in etride, however and a> 
provea of it thoroughly. He enjoyec ita hu- 
mor. y 


NOTE: Duy @1) your books through URITEAS' 
BOCK Tius. Ddolng so, you seve money, elve us 
practical help in publishing REWAITE, & eda 
royelties to eriters’ pockets. 


A SHBAY OF MARKET TIPS 


AMERICAN WEAVE, toring BE. Silliems, 

Beast TIDth St., Cleveland 6, Ohio, 
for most of the verse it uses) dree en ume 
usl honor in the 1949 enthology of POZRTRY & 
WARDS, which reprints selected poems from s 
orosse-section of the Tittle and Quality ma- 
@atines, picked in its 70 poeme 4 from AMEK 
, SBAVE ana one by Loring himself. fetve 
ommendec AMBRICAN WEAVE tc poets. 


15909 
(it paves 
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(Vol. 1A, Mo, 


THE HAKP, Eunice Wellece, Box 1565, 
ings, Montene, hae been revived 
1, Sept.-Cet.), eceorcing to Minute Men Mary 
jrent Charlies. She reports: “They reply un- 
usually Quickly end pey promptly. an attrec- 
tive book too,” 


N orrie Soo0kbina ing 


pas nee 


Ne & Co., 102 Nichole ave., 
Greens i, Utes... sent us e folder @ price- 
Liat recently. They bing books, megazines 4 
neespepers. Seem to be highly recommenced >y 
® number of reputable orgenizetions and pub- 
iishers. Good item to add to your reference 
biet;: informeation you can put hends on shen 
you want it. 


Naterene Publishing House, 2923 Troost ave. 
Keness “ity, Wo.) whIsh publishes 5 juvenile 
Suncey School papers, issues @ very explic- 
it enc helpful list of *Suggestions” to its 
contributors. Peys llc. per line for verse, 
and $5.75 per 1,000 words and up; §1 to §o, 
depending upon use for photos. all figures, 
inecidentelly, m an Acoenotence asia. 


PHOBLEM IN BDITORIAL ABLATICNS 


a 





Whet ¢o you 40 when en editor frites very 
encouregingly ebout « gs., perheps even of- 
fers saggestions on how it can be iaproved, 
ena then shen you return it, revised in the 
specifiedc manner, you eet merely « rejection 
slip? A writer reported this recently. 3ut 
it is By no meens en iscieted instence. On 
the contrary, we heer it sgsin snc egein. Of 
course, it is in iteelf « drametic illustre 
tion of why some of the nicest editors stu- 
4iously evoid making suggestions. They hete 
to heve misunderstendings of this «cinc hep- 
pen, especislliy when the recipient may de « 
writer, sho #11] stert en endless argument. 


The first thing to ¢o is to enalyze think 
hrough the problem enc greep every sngle of 
it. For instence, your second meiling might 
etrike « new-reader, or meet other perfect- 
ly normal viclssitudes in going through the 
reception routine. Sometimes « mse. shepes up 
very Gifferently the second time it's reec. 
We constantly notice thet. A story that ep- 
peered to have lots of promise the first time 
*e¢ reed it, lecks sparkle end is, odVicusiy, 
full of holes. Sleme it om our incigestion, 
or our esgerness to see e@ good us. 


Here's « trice et eny rete thet | inveri- 
ably prectice in « cese like this. I try to 
make the me. stand out from ell the others, 
shich I know the editor must receive. Know- 
ing that | have to get past en often stupid 
mailing clerk ena perheps some inexperienc- 
ea rescer, | slweys direct it, if possible, 
to the editor who encouraged me. Ancol write 
@ covering letter. “Deer Miss Blenk: Here is 
the short story (or erticle, ete.) you lik- 
e4 6 little and wuggested 1 change.” Then, 
Il make it eesy for her to knoe (4n0t @ to s 
file!) exactly whet she seid. Without stert- 
ing ® controversy, 1 explsein how I interpret- 
ed her suggestions enc whet I trieé to dal 
mention briefly any further editorial build 
ing up | heave cone. a ms. tagged that way is 
aimost certain to receive very cereful reac- 
ing. 


if 4% comes deck with e mere rejection, | 
restucy sl] I know ebout the market. it may 
be the original resder is out of the office 
or hes left the firm. (Thet's why it's very 
importent to reed el] the informetion musge- 
zines you oan.) If Y feel thet 1 have got « 
rough treatment, 1 write # polite note, anc 
explain es humanly es | cen why | em puzzl- 
ec, and state thet beceuse | am 80 eager tc 
write scoeptably for this particuler boox, | 
woulda appreciate en explenation, shich #ili 
help me to do better next time. (1 point ot 
elec thet en educetec suthor lessens unnec- 
essery isbor anc overhead in the mseiling de 
pertment. aAlweys show you are thinking stout 
their problems, ena ere trying to help. 


Remember, too, a writer who loses his ten- 
per, esks for s rejection slip. You have to 
heve infinite patience 4 fight for sn honest 
reeding. if you can make the eaitor reed the 





ments 


ms., knowing thet he hes sn obligetion to se 
feir, you can st least sit beck and fee) it 
*ill stenc or fell on its own merits. 


Aud thet tekes us deck to # point | hinst- 
ec et 6 moment ego, Sut Gid not enlerge. if 
en ecitor tekes time to aske suggestions, « 
eriter should reed his instructions just es 
he should his Sible. | heave worked sith big 
time suthores end agents os « team of three. 
Whenever eo get « confidential letter sebout 
® story, we know thet time is often a vite) 
fector. The story msy be seesonal. Also, it 
is highly important to return the story be- 
fore the editor forgets it. (&ditors do re- 
mesbder certein stories. 1 have worked on at 
least « dozen or so thet sere rejected, enc 
then recelled om the e€itor's own initistiva 
4nd meny others shere follose.ing revision, « 
magetine hes reversed its decision and tea- 
en 6 previously rejected story. 


in eny situation like this then, you heve 
to make heste slowly—iixe « siow-motion re 
view of # movie or « sire-tape recording. I 
heve gone over s conficentiel ecitoriel re- 
port to en agent, myseif, or on euthor sord 
by word. | heve sskec myself «hat sreell of 
the possible interpretetions thet might com 
celvebdly be extrected. We ceturally, can oe 
prejudicec. We must reed just the meaning « 
reeder in the editoriel office hed in mind, 
into the report. Cthereise, we will ffeil 


There is sleeys the chence, too, thet you 
may not spesk the seme languege os the per- 
eon in the editorial office. and elec, thet 
you leck the technicel cunning to get shet- 
ever effect the editor desires. Therefore, 
You must fight like se guy hengi.ng onto, let 
us sey 6 six-foot rope suspenced from « 9th 
floor wincow. As long as you cen keep hold- 
ing on, there is « chance thet you will get 
pulled in. So, you must use every trick you 
anow not only to rewrite your as., but siso 
to sustein the @ecitor'’s interest. as long ee 
you retein thet, you've still got « “life”. 
Your rope is still beteeen you and the win- 
tow. But let the ecitor sey, “No!” end cown 
you @o. Your rope hes been cut! 


Thet is why infinite petience enc 6 «cnow- 
ledge of ecitorie] humen nature is so edso- 
lutely essentiel. You con't Bulld up cunnire 
anc ebility to circumvent editors #1] in one 
Gey. Jometimes | think it requires « speci- 
el knowledge of humen neture to cesel trium- 
phantly with editors. Bech ome is « les um- 
to himself. and sometimes they ere very ex- 
espereting (uncerstetement!) it is like be- 
ing in ee confession box, talking to the un- 
seen priest. You agiss the vocel inflections 
beceuse you cen't see the facie] pentomime. 
(Christ never used « confessionsl. He sia- 
ply set doen beside the sell end telxed tos 
sinner.; Thet is why it is importent, every 
chance you get, to talk with editors curing 
their off moments, or to lesed thes on, shen 
they choose, to let doen their usir, end te 
bumen. They sey eny clever eomen cen telk « 
men into letting go his confidential icees, 


just by Dbelng @ good listener. amd i's fre- 
quentiy told thet reeding TE is te lots 
of reeders in Gistent plee ri heving on 
hour's telk ith Bil) end Blwe. anyway, ve 
heve elesys found that treating editors lize 
humen deings enc giving them the benefit of 
eny doubt, peye off. There ere some cheete, 
mieers, end stinkers, yes. But we have dise- 
covered @ fee in other eelks of life-sepec- 
telly the real estete dDusiness. But editors 
generally ere syueesed between eritere, ene 
the publishers, eho employ thes. They ere « 
lonely tribe, if you resliy get through enc 
touch their inner souls. Lomely end sot toc 
*oll paid. So, we heve found the "personel" 
eporcech peys off. Don’t try to “ere#i~ «1) 
ver them. But use the feainine siles. te « 
#006 listener enc meet any frienciy sdvence 
heif-eey. abowe @1l, reed their letters sits 
en eagle eye. Don't aise en implicsetion, or 
unoonsclous innveade: 


MahRaT FOX THR SUPAMNATURAL 





FATE, Hobert N. Bebster, 1144 ashiend are. 
Svehiaston, Lil., (Di-monthiy] offers « iiait 
ec market for (1) true etories, plotted and 
iremetic, But sot fietion; (2) plein expos 
itory erticles thet ere good reporting, enc 
Drightenes sith eneciotes end conerete, resi 
eremples. all slong the aysticel] line, setur 
siiy. 


FATE'S “True Mystic Baperience Dep't uses 
4 or S true stories of the superneturel ev- 
ery issue. These ere under SOU eorés; pey is 
@° om publicestion. inéidentelly, the pubil- 
sation hee » long end cetelied, end preeti 
cel, rejection slip thet offers some excel- 
lent edvice on shat to sene end @hat not to 
This asgetine is not listed in either of the 
writers’ market dbooas, but B4. Ludeig finds 
it @ goon ome for ineasperiense eri tere. 


AN AUTHOALTATIVE #OKD ABOUT “VaNiTY" 





Bill ees correcting hie bBlogrephy for the 
reference eora, “S8ho's Bho in the Best” the 
other cey, sehen be notleed thet the A. AMer- 
guise Co., publishers of peinstexingly Tr 
@. reference books for helf « century, het « 
else sora or teo to sey sbout “venity” boos 
publicetion. Heferring to their own pudlice 
tions, this Compeny stetedc; “They ere not « 
mere collection in eny single instence of m- 
iividuele wenting to heve inforgation ebout 
themselves printes under the sordse ‘shoe stay 
Shether the selected biorreshees eish to be 
listed or co not @eish to be, is in nO weey re 
lated to the decision of the Marquis e¢itora 
Their decision rests solely on probedie ref- 
erenoe interest peinstecingly eatedilshed— 
for the perticuiler boos. 


“Such (vanity) collectione on the contrary, 
of ingividuels desiring to see their ‘dice 
rephies’ in print, regerédleses of « reference 
velue,ere populerly end ecouretely enoen as 
‘venity’ books. A&A cCeosue) inspection #11) cise 
cloee the ‘wenity’ boos even to en inexper- 
jenced obeerver. The listing, often sith “es 





oy RNY eT 


portrait’ (et ‘slight’ extre sherge!), of in- 
Gividuels obviously of no significent refer- 
ence interest within the seope of the compi- 
letion, etile gaeny others of exectly similar 
oelibre ere not listed, slesys unveils very 
Clearly the ‘vanity’ book.” 


This comment by the editors of an experi- 
enced firm specializing in reference books, 
the value of ehick hes been tested over the 
yeere, is « tip-off thet eritere should re- 
slistiecsily heed. Lote of sriters go on the 
principle thet eny publicity is good public 
ity, and it does no herm to be listed in the 
phoney enthologies and reference books that 
wmecrunulous “publishers” ere willing to get 
out for o stiff price. But es this euthori- 
tetive comment discloses, you sere not mere- 
ly belng « neive sucker, but you sere injur- 
ing yourself in the eyes of responsibie ed- 
itore and reference experts in libraries. a 
serious eriter goes qguietiy edbout Sulldings 
reputation thet will cell ettention to, end 
geuse ite owner to be listed in @ sorthehile 
reference book eithout hie pulling strings 


MISS AMERICA'S FICTION NEEDS 





MiSS AMEHICA, Jeen Goodman, Supervising ai- 
itor, i Wanesberg, ass't. Ed., the Empire 
State Blag., NYC 1, recently geve this very 
specific tip to our Minute Men, Vers Perkina 
"The stories ee want must be 5,[0U words fn 
length, ena in the first person-——'‘teen ege 
@irls point of view. They should deal seri- 
ously with—romentic end psychological probd- 
lems thet confront the everage ‘teen sger.” 


GOOD REPORTERS aRE TRAINED! 





it cannot de stressed too often that good 
reporters teke infinite peins. They slso are 
juite es akilled es the Setter fiction srit- 
ere—min their ebility to get inside e» sher- 
acter whom they may be interviewing. We sas 
@ g004 example of the nead for this « short 
ehile ago. A friend of ours was being ques- 
tioned for s festure intervies for «a Sunday 
paver reeching @ scattering of small towns, 
ehieh surround its metropoliten hub. The re- 
porter 414 some research, but #eith e little 
ingenuity could have Gone more. He 414 not 
oheck ol] the nemes he had readily st hend, 
because one slipped through consistently in 
an @asy misspelling. and he di€nt get the aost 
interesting pheses of his interviewees life 
story. 


Since the War many newspapers have relin- 
guished the services of proof reeders. The 
result hes too often been « ceterioretion in 
feotuel reporting es well, because the leg- 
men and rewrite men con't have the time, or 
incentive to be on their toes. and elthough 
some city editore require their reporters to 
reed proof on themselves, this is notes sat- 
lefeotory substitute. The objective eye and 
impersone] mina of an outside reader always 
oetch slips the suthor himself never sees. 


Neses, nemes, NAMES! No reporter oan ever 


be Grilled enough in getting nemes RIGHT. a 
neme consists ususlly of two nemes gnc one, 
two or more middle initisls. Sometimes, the 
initiel precedes. and slesys the spellingis 
likely to be unique. ee nothing irritetess 
reeder so such es to ve his seme misspeli- 
ec. He eesumes thet « reporter will get his 
neme right. Bhenever | em giving an intervier 
i epell out unusvuel nemes end check to heve 
the reporter's record of thems right. alacs 
no reporter, enc meny regulers of RESHITS, se 
must regretfully eda, ere included, ever gets 
Elve’s first neme right. Here is « test you 
een give yourself. Glance through your fev- 
orite magazine; note the severe! dby-lines @ 
merk them down in your memory cesuslly. Then 
put the book easice end jot doen 911] of these 
nemes you cen remember. You sili] be shocked 
to see how many you fell to remenber, & the 
misspellings thet will creep in. 


A good reporter sky-erites every neme ané 
sees it vigelly in front of him, efter hes 
looked at it twice. Once to teke it in, once 
to note el] the individuse] verietions. That 
is en excellent trick, incidentelly for seny 
writer to learn by heart and make absolute- 
ly instinetive. Most of us look et senything 
that crosses our vision, only once. In self- 
defense, the self-conscious quickly forgets 
much of the trivie thet is given it. Speci- 
slly toadsy when life is so much more complex 
and there ere so many cistrections. The art 
of memorizetion is besed on (1) ® desire to 
remember; (2, @ distinet effort to take ev- 
erything you wish to remember in. 


i beve often been told that | heves phot 
erephic memory; yet conscious memorization, 
in the sense of learning something by heert, 
hes elways been difficult for me. 1 hete to 
make the effort. | guess | em mentally lezy 
in thet direction. But it is very easy con- 
sciously to apply mind and feelings to rec- 
ording whatever | see thet interests me. in 
my new background, | find thet ay mind, end 
emotions are almost continuslly Deine stir~ 
ead by the distent views overa rolling coun- 
try, now decked in en early fall of light & 
sticky snow thet hes helé to every tree anc 
bush, Making our valley an exquisite fairy- 
lend patchwork of white and sustere >rown. 


The good festure writer is essentislly an 
artist, @ creative ertist. Whether he eimires 
the handiwork of his subject, or ridicules, 
enc punctures humbug, he is slive to ell of 
the possihilities. He selects, eliminates 4 
intensifies. above all, he weighs ss humen- 
ly enc compessionately es he cen. He *docu- 
ments” by first gethering as rich » harvest 
es he possibly cen, then sinnowing the grein 
from the chaff. Remember, if you have to do 
@n unfavorebdle piece, your greatest protec- 
tion is en unbdiesed enc unmalicious report. 
l once wrote @ drematic review thet result- 
ed in the cancelistion of s blosk of (150!) 
orchestra seats for the first matinee. The 
management sas furious. I must be fired. My 
reviews, however, wes elmost entirely q otes 
from the plays lines. My boss decked me up Ok 





LPR: | 


“QUALITY SKITING AND STRONG SBI" 


her PUBLICATICNS, Jim Bishop, 67 West 
44 a 4c, 48 VYecding the higtiy coe 
petitive pocket-sized books field. The Gold¢ 
Meisel Books line that they will publish, Ts 

r) ely Origine] materiel, however, « 
comperetively sovel ides ameme the dig die- 
tribdutore, eho heve generelly used rewermec 
megetine end book stuff in the pulp ostegory. 





Now ell thie is to be chenged. Jis eho 
is « former COLLIER'S editor, egent, ree 
lence writer. In & news relesse he states 
thet he is working closely with — oi et 
end Ralph AE Fawcett's editoris rec- 
tor. Me seys they need meterie] "With strong 
ser themes. I dom't mean sex dregged in—bdy 
the heels: sex jumk, thet's not for us. We 
@lso need mysteries and westerns; these with 
@ sex motive, too. We will plece strong enm- 
phesis on the quelity of eriting. i sennot 
stress thet too such. 


"We went origina] materiel only. We can't 
use ass. which heave elresdy been published. 
The royalty rete to be paid will be the sam 
es the rest of the market, le. per copy.... 
Shere Fewcett veries from the smal)l-boox pub 
lishing trede will be in its edvences tw the 
euthor egeinst royelties. These, I expect, 
will be larger, in fect, elmost comparebdie, 
prodebly, to the reguler trade boo« field.” 
(Jim erpleins this by lerger origine!] print 
orders.) 


After 25 yeers of reeding this cing of re- 
lease we heve learned to secept them sith « 
erein of seit. Sut Fewcett is rich & wise. 


A CHAIN REACTION WE ILIKE! 





Recently we saw a “thank you" 
pleased us. 


letter thet 
It wes eritten frog one writer, 


who is @ member of the ns fonily to enoth- 
er. The recipient of the ietter hed put the 


@uthor of the letter in touch with Bill. He 
suggestec thet she erite to @ third member, 
who hed been grestly sidea by the Cali forn- 
ie Yoostione] Rehebdilitetion Depsertaent. She 
Eid this and eas progptiy advised how to ¢o 
sbdout getting much neecec sessistence. Prec- 
tice] result: our new mesber got s treinisg 
course by » wel] known Celifornia critic, « 
typewriter, «tc. She is now esrning money dy 
her eriting end building up thet sost vitel 
element in everyone's personelity, descrid- 
e4 so neatly by John Galeworthy in the "For 
syte Sege” as the “secret sense of self-Ts- 
portence”, without ehich, he sedded, none of 
us cen endure to live. (From el] we heer, it 
eppesrs thet the ebove-mentioned Depertment 
is pursuing en unusually enlightened policy 
toward hendicepped eriters. Se commend Cal- 
ifornie for it, end the finencie] meens thet 
make its good stewercehip so generously end 
quickly sevelleble.,; 





This is just one sore example of the good 
work thet eriters cen help to do by working 
together for the common gooc. Its fun, too! 


Fi 


4 , im cooperetion with telisec 
veterans Writi ect, 919 te 
ave., ll, Lilimois, bee 
given 4 one-yeer lone to leeders of 
writers’ groupe in ¥. 4. Hosepitele in Beth, 
HN. Y., Camenadsigue, N. Y., Deaytom, Chic, an 
Tomah, Wis. We ere very heppy to co anything 
*¢ cen to help these sen enc somen eho heve 
eervea their country er been the uwfortun- 
ec victias of Man's uneontrolied lust to «oe 
mit internetionsi end wiversel seyhen. Fe 
ere slesys gied to hold out « friendly hend 
to Service men end women. Incidentelly, eny 
*eriters #ho eould lige to serve @s volunteer 


Writing aides, should contect EYEP. 
UE LkaRt FROM & GOOD NEIGHBOR 





Here's « useful hint fros len Langeort 
of Treverse City, Mieh. “The @ ele eo 
to Fp Tani E He 2D 388 eee 9OO sorés and re- 
sulted in « cheek $10. Im telking to the 
woman, sho solicits mgagecine sudscriptions, 
eoing it by aeil, | noticed that she euphe- 
sited so much thet she ile persistent in her 
business. So 1 titleé ay erticie reistence 
Peys Off" enc hemmered home the idee & 
wey ‘through. I think it helped to eell it. i 
bought you might like to point out thet en 
unexpected side-idee asy help you sell.” 


Thet is en excellent exemple of good tee- 
tice. Mrs. Lengworthy leerned something, the 
velue of @ good editorie] purpose in sdding 
significence to even « short erticie. Even 
more igportent for other eriters is « #iil- 
ingness to take velvedle time to point out « 
lesson leerned to her competitors. But thet 
is good nelghboriliness, ené she benefits by 
fixing in her minc the point of her experi- 
ence. So, @0 thou end do iixeviee. 


THA SPORTING PULSS 


A writer se Know pute the keen etge 4&4 fun 
of competition inte her free lencing by the 
simple Gevice of trying to keep the twotei of 
her seles even sith or better then the sum- 
ber of months thet she hes been eriting. On 
® recent count-up her *e.b* (times «et bet— 
to you non~-besebell fens) eas £5, her seles 
£i. Thet's en everege of .840 end eny sejor 
lesgue scout sould sign her on sight. 


A story we like came to flower fer us re- 
cently when we received from efrieidly euth- 
or @ review copy of “andy, the Musice) at 
it is by Billiem MoGree,. Rc oO many n- 
ere] reeders uo 111, ehile eerminw « 


living in BEnglend, beceme blind. Even feeer 
ere probebly ewere thet now he is esecutive 


secretery for the B. H. Assooletion for the 
Blinc. Or thet hie site is may Yotes. 
the novelist. anywey, you » our re- 


view on encther pege of thie iseve. It te « 
eey little book, full of fun. 1 Ksow Billy 
Gee is going to review it fevorsbly. ana re 
think it ise « good thing for Blisebeth thet 
she'll have to look to her leurele. 








KEWKITS 


TOR WHITES A Mime 





A @ember of the editoriel etaff of « saae- 
ezine ie Seing reecied for publiceticn 
enc #ehicnh is Duylinge eriters’ gss., renewed « 
eu*ecription in the neme of the corporstion 
for two yeers recently. In explenetion of eo 
generous « support of REWKITE he enclosed « 
note. We thine it should be passed siong to 
eriters. sepe* since it ceme in entire 
iy wunprovwcoaedc by eny suggestion on our pert. 
ere it 1 : t« 1 wrote it sponteneous 
+7 


that 


Guay 


eterted reading mas. eove 
importence of the worn, 
n@. Most of the eriters eho 
ries, might produce sccept- 
vy followed your instructicn 
rcing to our editors, such 
materiel is generelly good 
it @xseperetingly formless 4 
ss.” 
Gle point of technique. its 
slone. Bvery once in sc 
ma. thet is technicsily very 
sompletely devoid of ideas or 
interest. Just s show piece. The 
technique is to give form to the 
it so thet the exoit- 
r of the 


re 
fet 


tuelft 


sharpen 


content ia @x- 


ine w 2 whieh 


re esguisite.y sehen it gets « 


polishing by en expert. 


THe MAIN THING 1S TO—@GKITS 
Therles &. Hoss, #ho reported three sseles 
resently and credited REWHITE #ith suggest- 
ing sll three markets, offered an interest- 
ing enecaocte proving thet even a pecestrien 
exercise can be turned to sdventege. "In 19435 
) sasigneca the writing of « bal- 
: ference. He gave among ar 
ats, the story ofe darky 
leave a flooded ares 

sarieda there, 


Deceuse 


he belled on thet subject,” con- 
"borrowing a typewriter from 
@ girlie et the girls’ dorm Isceught 
m the mgatron for using the inferne) 
in the cownateirs lobby. Coffin reed 
sefore the class, Dut it gather- 
reed about this contest this 


thariie, 


Murrey Skinner #11] no doudt be ecified ty 
this account oF how » bit of secrilege by « 
lone male son « prize in the netionel baliac 
sontest she conducted. Short stories, poems 
ana even » price novel heve grown out of UNH 
aesigments. it Just shoes nothing you @ is 
necessarily iocet. 

OF THS SITBAR BIT? 

We cannot resist pessing siong thi iron 
be gem. Se were told today, thet @ writer's 
— >> ‘ . a . < i . ° 
meaetine «hich studiously froens on Pay-on 


Publicetion markets, itself—oh, pehas, you 
guesse '=peye on pubdlicetion. 


SOME MORK MARKET TIPS 


Here's @ tip for nom-fiction eriters from 
Cherlotte Norlin. She says: “If there ere my 
eriters In thls eres (Kenses), eho like to 
try the Kenees City STak, tell them thet the 
t ie the morning peper and cerries Mis- 
sourl end Keanses stete news. For the lerger 
enc gore pretentious pieces the pey is good. 
On the cther hend, the briefest items, if us- 
eble, ere used. They siaply rum the gauntict 
of good newspaepering.”* 








BOY LIFE enc GIRLHOOD DaYS, Cerol lee ar- 
nolt Standard Seo "o., 20 B. Centre) 
Peey., Cincinneti 10, Chic, sent the folice- 

their requirements to Esther 


to 2,000. Seriels, not long- 
partes, 2,000 per pert. 


4, OVY 


200 to Wv. 


1,000 to 1,wu. 
mss. should eppes. to ‘teen-age boys, 
Lepenuing om #hich peper you heve 


‘teen-egere, preferably sbout bl. 


sudjects Thurch work, sehoo] incidents, fer 
AP 
Ty situsetions, sports, mystery, camp exper:- 


ences, etc. 


Plot: definitely cheracter-duilding, 
too obvicusly so. Teboos; 
movies, criminais. 


but not 
dancing, drinking, 


Bible stories: Sspecisliy lixe fiction sto- 
Flies with Biblice] beckground. 


Puzéles: went o greet veriety of puzzles of 
Interest to ‘teen-agers 


Thet is 6 
the Sunday 
feteil, 


sane. 


fairly good snslysis of many of 
School papers. They may differ in 
but essentislly their neecs are the 


OUR LITTLE FRIEND, Bugene Semple, Mountein 
View, Cell”ornia. Virginia Sievert ssys she 
placed 4 poems eith undsy School pap- 
er (weeaxly), end received so plessent letter 
from the editor, asking for more. 

Wiliitem F. Kelleher, 544 Westview avenue, 
cil te, N.Y. desler in rere Americene, 
prints, etc., reports « need for “eerly voy- 
ages, trevels enc American fiction (first ea 
itions) before 1650. (This is not 6 tip, dut 
it might mean some soney for some reeder or 

liect ~} 


RENEW YOUN SUSSCKIPTION PROMPTLY, Plesse: 


fe are greteful tc the smeny members of BCS’ 
fine Femlily, who have helped us this say. 





meen Ts 


we RC vs NG 


As I write this, ee three here been in ar 
new home end office for elmost « sonth. The 
winter shut doen on us slaost et once. Snow 
enc nights sehen the seroury crept down neer 
sero, heve been experienced. sand so heve en 
oddly contresting Indien summer. Cloudless 
deys end ome night «hen Elve hed to turn e«- 
round enc come home beceuse the fog off the 
melting snow wes so thick. She couldnt see « 
dblecktop roed more then s few feet beyond— 
her own redietor cep. 


fe live on « low knoll that rises like an 
up-turned cupceke from « gentile, but expan- 
sive slope to the South. Toen—the Center— 
ehich consists of some fine ol¢ homes,« ii- 
brery, the schools, the genere] store 4 Post 
Office, the steepled Town Hell anc Chureh,s« 
friendly little crossroads, is perched stop 
The Hill behind us. For we live in our bec 
yerd, Selighting in the warm mid-cey sun, 4 
eftergiow of the sumset, with its first ev- 
ening ster behind the distant hill om ehich 
@leess en sluminum standpipe. 


The hills ere all eround us end the light 
from helf e hundred friendly white shingled 
houses squatting in the valley, spille over 
the snow or derk Sere ground. Be ere seeing 
mature in #11] its moods, and the sight, and 
feel of it is good. The folk ere Kindly, ex- 
chenge areetings and offer anyone welking « 
lift. My office with its window to the South 
heets readily on sunlit deya by soler energy 
enc is » delight to any ex-city fellow. 


1 heve rum doen to Soston 
at least omce elreedy, end expect to sgsin, 
if presen?’ plens hold, in « few deys. A men 
sho know: setropoliten reel estete heerd se 
tell sbout the commuter's trein in the eer- 
ly morning, and the Minute Men et night. He 
excleimec: “Why, you're closer—in point of 
time then some of the poor devils erestling 
sith suburben treffic Jems.” Se sre. 


for conferences 


we bed not been here quite two seeks shen 
en incustrious feeture san from the forces- 
ter att brought bis cemerea sen slone & 
* 1y “Gee” Harris hed his first press 
pleture teken-—with « pencil poised over en 
eer end e copy of RESRITE clutched in chubd- 


by fingers. You'd have ught he wes an old 
bend et watching flashbulbe go off. 


fe like our set-up very such. 
confusions of settling in, 
more efficient then Cambridge ever eas. Al- 
reedy we can give «eriters better service on 
their ass. With the pessege of time se hope 
to introduce « number of innovations in the 
business of FALTERS’ COUNSE! SERVICE.In the 
meantine, you ® ° CS House 
x stimuleting ani pleesureble exoerTénse. te 
know you #ill like it as such es se dco. 30, 
come and see us. It is gereet country, besu- 
tiful country. and the chance to stretet the 
eyes om distant fielés, #11] give you siesr 
er underetandcing of the valves you seen. 


Deapite the 
*@ anow thet its 


MEWS ACROSS TMB BOARD 


atte. ? aaa “ey ae, Sugene B. Poser... 
$i rs e6 arbor, Mich., queri- 

RI recently end ve heve given thes « 
sia treet, ehich permite « sicrofile- 
ec version of to be made at the end 
of a volume yeer eithin one yeer of the 
signing of the contreet). The coste of the 
films cen usually be Kept close to the cost 
of « stendere librery dinding of s volume 4 
ereet saving in cverell cost of space, hoe~ 
ever, le « reeult for gost libreries, shich 
have deen finding the shelf-spece for sege- 
tines elmost insurmountebdie. 


¥e hope « ree] demend for thie service aan 
be evineed by libreries and you reedere. it 
will be « great thing for eritere, if their 
public libreries make this service senerei- 
ly evellebdle. It will help the tea-peyers. 4 
writer is only belne smert te see thet each 
library is the best possible end sakes best 
possible use of ite epproprietion. Thet is 
one of the best guerentees | Know for bett- 
er reeding, more reedisg enc ultimately te 
eer checks. 


The WESTERN Revise, wey B. Beet, Jr., Uni- 
wereity o@e, ,08e City, lowe, hee ‘eff 
jeted with Ul's Bngiish ve ae and ite 
notable Writers : @ lerger 
mapgetine end more space or unis ty stories 
of ell lengths. The comtributers sill get « 
cheek in peyment, too. Student eritere wii) 
heve to compete eith the generel ses. Pian 
ie to encoursge promising young eriters in- 
side or out of the ye! ena bulld up 
the Dridge that hee been repldly 4i seppeer- 
ing, deteeen early work end finished profee 
sions] output. Too aeny young eritere could 
not in recent years see themselves in print 
in the quelity megetines or the anthologies. 
Good idee. Support it sith subscriptions. it 
meens © lerger rete of payment. 





Co., 2 North Groetesy, 
Ss is @ nee address. 


MORE re: the Open Roed for Boys bli 
Co. : Pp. 4 ttre Tesue). vorbeons. «cr 
Tespontent informs us, hes yr ent by « 
Chicego bi-monthly, the ee oi4 8. 
Tower Court, Chicego il, ‘ s listed, 
we find, es peying Ace. for narretive *fee- 
etures”, stressing the fectusl en oform 


tionel (experience stuff thet helps bumtera, 
fishermen, «te. 





CES, Story Contest, 261 Fifth 
s offering i0 prizes $1,000, 
probably Duy others. Closes; 
19D0. 


° . 
ena #11) 


February io, 


Jobn Hay Ghitney Foungdetion, 630 Oth ave., 
NYC, is ewerding BS or more Fellowships, ei) 
in the creetive fields, seecorcing to & 
NESS Rh. apply. Closes: Jenuery sy, 


saseporte Te. Minas tito 








THE NESS OF TH BALTES’ BOCK CLUB 

Jenuery hes elesys treditionelly been ume 
of our busiest sonths. Perhepe eriters have 
Christmes soney to spend on books. Whetever 
the resscn, ve ere giving you en uusua] md 
ecomeehst lerger selection of the best books 
to choose froa. rf, every purchese is 
erecdited towerds « Book Dividend. snd sost 
of these books sre evsilebdle in the = our 


guleting librery. So, esk us to belp 


Reviewed 


. ec . 
book of information. 
in this 5 kone. 

" « Be. JG. 
y pudlished 1954 
this book ene lyzes meny writer problems sell 


WRITING 4& SELL Ld & FICTION. Herry ic- 
rT) eel. @ member of te WCS An 
ily, «ho teaches “tn Weshington, D. Cc. iat 6 
riter in his own right, too. 


WRITER ON . Bd. Walter Allen. $3.50 
nte he on ogy of comment on Poetry, 
end the Novel by greet suthors. See: P. lv. 


hi’ OG ct ONARY. $8.00. A 
use reference. See: FY. 10. 


NALISTICS. O'Here & 
€ © eppreech to 
Yeluabdle reference. See: PF. 10. 


TURE © Yor - Semson Raphee)- 
son. @ seminar by one of the 
most populer Sroedweey light comedy eriters. 


ros ry cee EEE ete ANF i tee: 
a eraon e. . . ote reduc on a 
orice.) Stenderd end continuingly populera 
product of the | of Wis. School of Jour- 


Helism. A very 


“ TER'S NOTEBOOK. Somerset Meughan. §4 0). 
eo of @ successful end very 
saupunent writer. gee &@ excellent reeding. 


crime. 


CONTINUED RECOMMENDaTIONS 


WRITERS ON WHITING. Ed. by Herechel Srickel. 
Us. i very Seaetteel. @ll sround hend boos by 
members of the UNH Conference staff, includ- 
Willies &. Herris. Good genere| reference. 





THE WRITTEN WORD. Gorham Munson. §2.95. Une 
° mos Mulating books on writing we 
heave reed. It gives you « verapective. 


lll DON'TS POR WRITBAS. Meren Elwood. §2.94 
Practicel, specific, positive enslysis of « 
lot of common mistekes made by «riters. 





ING. Geo. 1. Bird. 
) 4 etellec. A dooK 
every tae fiction writer should reed. 


ICIE dae TING 4 


J - 6.954 
stories 


‘3 ait. @6. No 
e ) ste. 
Bape Kobold Knight. §5. This is the 
r) Plotting ee knoe ebout. te ere 
exclusive agents for it end it is proving s 
reel best seller. Sound end precticel. 


. . #4. w~. The gost reli- 
form eveiledle. it 
ng 69 peep Bey of greet velue also. 


BOOKS OF PERMANENT VALUE 
- Richerd Summers... 
etic, 1 beok on techni- 
ques of writing ené being « writer. Summers 
telks the lenguege of writers. Youll like it 


ORT. Meren Blecoc. §3.50 
+ beoh. 
-95. 3 good books. 


- Edith Mirrielees. §5. One of 
me best books by « grest teacher. 


© - Kobert= Hiliyer.g2. 
poets by 8 good poet. 
c a + Brennecke 4 Clerk. 


ef) sity dboox. Buphesis 
on " megezine feeture wsitten. Excellent. 


eS: Univ. of Chi. Press. §4. 
yie t editors use. Helps you 
sith many problems of getting words down on 
the printed pege, 4 stenderd usege. 


WRITING FOR ae, Berry 4 Best. another 
prectics utbors who sell in their 
speciel fieli. It epplies to edult work, too. 


These ere only « few of the good books. te 
will gledly edvise you 4 seve you money. 


DO YOU NEBD MS. ENVELOPS? 


The best quslity et the lowest prices. We 
try to give you the most for your money. We 
edjust prices frequently to the cost of re- 
plecewents. 


SMALLEST Sizes (No. 10$ & 11) (two fold) 
2D of each § .90 50 of each 91. 60. 
SMALL Sizes (6¢x9% 4 7210) (one fold) 
25 of esch $1.00 D0 of eech «$1. 8. 
LARGE Sizes (9x12 4 10x13) (f) &) 
15 of ewch = $1.00 3 of esch $1.90. 
4ll prices plus postege. 0c. is eversge. 





